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Unit: School of Art and Art History



Proposal Statement: 
Introduction
In academic year 2004-2005, the Painting and Drawing area hosted lunchtime visits from artists Josette Urso and Derrick Buisch, who, when visiting Tampa, made time to lecture informally on their work to students. Their casual lunchtime talks showed students a broader range of studio applications in painting, specifically through plein-air painting and abstraction. These talks were well-received, stimulating, and supplemented a necessarily graduate-based Visiting Artist Program.
Goal
My goal is to re-launch a lunchtime series in spring 2007 featuring Miami artists John Bailly, Michelle Weinberg and Beatriz Monteavaro. The series will include informal lunchtime talks followed by a workshop of each artist’s choice and student project to follow. Undergraduate students get to interact with artists who live primarily on their work, learn a technique from each and follow through with a class assignment. Each artist will conduct a limited number of graduate critiques. Funding for the series consists of three stipends of $666.00 to each artist to deliver an informal lecture, conduct a workshop and limited amount of graduate critiques.

Subjects might include links between painting and screenprinting, surface design and using gel pens to revive the glittery persona of 1980s rocker Gary Glitter. Bailly’s interest in how random information dictates images points to the dynamic relationship between painting and screen printing in his work. Michelle Weinberg’s work in collage, in conjunction with public projects and recent ventures into surface design evolve a visual world complete in every detail. Beatriz Monteavaro traces the evolution of popular culture through precise, obsessive markings and reductive narrative choices that will compel students.
Enhanced Teaching and Research Development as a result of Goal

The lunchtime lecture series offers immediate access to active, working artists for undergraduates, interested graduates and faculty interested in engaging with their Miami peers. The series introduces hands-on workshops and technical discussions that galvanize students and instructors with the potential of making. It provides glimpses into a working artist’s life and reveals the flexibility and conceptual resilience that life as an active artist demands. It challenges and educates students with real life scenarios that broaden their understanding of artistic practice and its contingencies. The lunchtime lecture series stimulates and challenges faculty with new ideas and techniques. It strengthens University ties with Florida colleges by inviting artists who teach in Miami to the USF community. It supplements the efforts of student organizations , such as MFA.org and the Filberts, to broaden their exposure to art and the art world with faculty guidance and support.
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