
Diversity Advisory Workgroup 

Meeting Minutes 

November 17, 2009 

 

Attended:  Green, Fanni; Joseph, Reginald; Kluksdahl, Scott; Lee, Barton; Parks, John 

 

Meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM by Prof. Fanni Green, Chair of the Diversity Advisory Workgroup 
(DAW).  Reginald Joseph was selected by Prof. Green to be the recording secretary.  

The minutes for September 22, 2009 were reviewed and approved by all DAW members.  Also, Prof. 
Green and Associate Dean, Barton Lee, spoke about archiving the minutes.  Associate Dean Lee agreed 
to help start the archiving process of DAW’s minutes.  Reginald Joseph, TAPS Advisor, will submit all 
minutes for archive viewing.  

Prof. Green stated that Dr. Sang-Hie Lee and Prof. Scott Kluksdahl collated the findings and 
recommendations of the university’s Office of Diversity and Equal Opportunity from both CoTA Climate 
Surveys in ’09 (SACD) and ’08 (CVPA).  Prof. Green had not forwarded them to the CoTA Faculty Advisory 
Committee as had been discussed in the previous meeting. It was reiterated that the recommendations 
were being forwarded to the FAC for three purposes: a) to share information with members of the 
official college representative collective, b) to collaborate in generating ideas that address the 
recommendations, and c) to  partner in supporting and advertising initiatives, programs, workshops, 
etc… that come forth to address the recommendations. It was agreed that Prof. Green will forward the 
recommendations to FAC chair, Prof. Michael Halflants, before its meeting on December 11, 2009.  

Prof. Green re-opened discussion on ‘how to address and use the personal comments written by Climate 
survey takers. It was agreed that a DAW sub-committee would review the comments to discover general 
categories of concern.  Professors John Parks and Scot Kluksdahl will be the sub-committee. Once the 
comments have been categorized, Prof. Green stated she and Ashleigh Gallant can create a discussion 
link to the Climate POD on the “College Matters” e-mailout page; the comments will be used to 
readdress concerns and allow anonymous posting of CoTA’s faculty and staff comments.  Associate Dean 
Lee suggested the development of an additional link to the Survey documents so that faculty and staff 
could access it for review.   

Prof. Green believes it is significant to develop a partnership with the FAC so that both can look at 
college matters.  Prof. John Parks agreed with the concept and stated that working with the FAC will 
keep concerns on the table for faculty and staff.   Prof. Green wants the word “Diversity” to be dispersed 
throughout CoTA so that more faculty and staff will join in the partnership for improving the climate.   In 
order to help disperse diversity, it was mentioned that the Climate Survey comments can be placed on 



the World Wide Web.  Prof. Parks voiced the concern that faculty and staff who participated in the 
Climate Survey did not represent everyone but may collectively state what people are thinking in CoTA.  
Prof. Parks explained his concern in a later e-mail which stated that he believes some faculty and staff 
may not have expressed their discomfort in the Climate Survey because of fear of being identified in 
their small units by their comments.   

Prof. Green, Prof. Klucksdahl, Prof. Parks, and Associate Dean Lee began an in-depth discussion 
regarding the best way to treat the Climate Survey comments which included Prof. Parks’ 
aforementioned concern.  Throughout the discussion, anonymity, circulation, and the organization of 
comments from all programs in CoTA were significant topics.  Prof. Klucksdahl stated that Blogging 
etiquette is important if Survey comments are placed on the web.  Associate Dean Lee mentioned the 
use of Blackboard for anonymity; however, Prof. Parks stated that passwords could be used for entry 
into Blogging site.   Prof. Green wants to try out the Blackboard idea with DAW committee members 
before launching it college-wide.     

 Prof. Green stated that the FAC and everyone else will ask the question, “Why is DAW taking this 
venture?  Therefore, Prof. Green selected Prof. Parks and Prof. Klucksdahl to do the following.   

• Give objectives 

• Open discussions across units and ranks 

• Find out if more events and workshops are needed  

Prof. Parks and Prof. Klucksdahl will collate the Survey comments after December 4th for approval by 
the DAW committee and submit comments for the Blog site by mid January.  

Potluck Planning 

Committee members for potluck are listed below.  

• Fanni Green 

• Amy Fletcher 

• John Parks 

• Reginald Joseph 

The potluck is set to take place on Tuesday, December 8, 2009, from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM; it will be 
celebrated by only faculty and staff of CoTA.   

Duties 

Prof. Green will provide location--either Theatre I/II-- for the occasion. 

Prof. Green and Ms. Ashleigh Gallant, Marketing and Communication, will create a flyer  

The Dean will provide cutlery, drinks and paper plates 

Faculty and staff will bring their favorite Dish  



Donation 

We may request faculty and staff to donate a can good to a charity organization.  

Note: Associate Dean Lee stated that DAW can extend the suggestion of a donation to many of the 
charities that are collecting in the college and University instead of collecting donations at the potluck 
luncheon.    

 

Next Meeting 

DAW’s next meeting is presently TBA.  

 

   

  

 


